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also say that their vote for Congress represents an endorsement or repudiation 
of the president; Jimmy Carter mattered to only 37 percent of voters in 1978, 
whereas in 2010, an average of 56 percent of voters said Barack Obama was a fac-
tor in their decision, the highest for the entire period.13 

Aggregate Effects
These trends in individual voting behavior are echoed when the votes are aggre-
gated to the state and district levels, leaving the congressional parties with increas-
ingly divergent electoral coalitions. As Figures 5-4 and 5-5 show, the correlations 
between major-party presidential vote share and the House and Senate vote shares 
at the state and district levels declined sharply between the 1950s and the 1970s 
(the midterm correlation is with the presidential vote in the state or district two 
years earlier); indeed, the Senate correlations were actually negative for 1966, 
1972, and 1974, although the relationships were far from statistically significant. 
Since then, the relationship between presidential and congressional voting has 
grown much stronger (although the trend is more erratic for the Senate because 
of the revolving subsets of 33 or 34 states having Senate contests in any year). 
One important consequence is that split verdicts—district or state majorities for 
presidents of one party, congressional candidates of the other, have become 
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Figure 5-4  �Correlations between District-Level Presidential and House 
Vote, 1952–2010

Source: Compiled by author.


